






Clayton Christopher’s  
10 Tips for How to Be a Big

7The program is designed for kids 
who lack a stable role model, so 
don’t be surprised if you don’t 

bond right away. “It takes these kids 
a long time to warm up to you,” says 
Clayton. “Most of them have been sur-
rounded by a lot of inconsistency in their 
life…I can’t tell you how many times in 
that first year Andrew asked me, ‘So, how 
much longer are you going to be my Big?’” 
It may take a while—maybe even a year—
for your Little to realize you’re not going 
anywhere, but once they do, the rewards 
are rich.

8Want to feel joy? This is one way 
to do it. If you are looking for the 
satisfaction of helping someone, 

and feeling the amazing high that comes 
from giving of yourself, you are ready to 
be a Big Brother or Big Sister. “Nothing 
brings me more joy than when I see…
the positive effect on Andrew’s life,” says 
Clayton. “It doesn’t feel like a time com-
mitment when it’s something you get 
pleasure out of.” 

9Don’t worry—you’re a friend, not a 
parent. These kids need a positive, 
fun and healthy friendship, so it’s 

not up to you to worry about discipline. 
That’s for the parent. “It’s very impor-
tant to have a good line of communica-
tion with their parent or guardian,” says 
Clayton. Sometimes, Bigs can help get 
through to a Little in a way parents can’t, 
since the relationship is based in friend-
ship. But always work with the parents 
to keep things open, and to learn more 
about your Little.

10 Expect to be transformed. 
Though the minimum com-
mitment for the community-

based program is one year, you may be 
surprised at how involved you are in 
your new friend’s progress. “I hope to 
see Andrew graduate from college,” says 
Clayton. He talks about how much fun 
they have together, how fast the past five 
years have flown by. Then he says, “I hope 
to know Andrew the rest of my life.”
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Alissa Magrum is scary fit. She bikes, she swims, she 
runs—and sometimes all in one day. Usually she 
keeps her workout outdoors to enjoy the weather. 
Extreme heat, cold and even rain don’t seem to 
stop her. But one day earlier this year she went to 
the gym, instead of the streets, for her workout. 
And there among the people in the spin class was 
a woman wearing the “Wish List” jersey.

“It had to have been seven years after we made 
that jersey, at least five since we sold the last one,” 
Magrum says. “But there it was.”

Within 24 hours she’d be asked about the jersey 
twice from two different people. “There was no 
reason for it to come across my path three times 
that day,” Magrum says. “I took it as a sign.”

Flashback to 1999 when Magrum, who is now 
director of volunteer services for Communities in 
Schools, met her current partner, Tammy Stanley, 
while training for the Texas AIDS Ride. Stanley 
had lost 10 friends to AIDS in previous years and 
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“I took it as a sign.”
by monica m. williams

photos by joel salcido
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Magrum had friends who were 
HIV positive. Both women had 
grown to love the “perfect 
communities” that formed 
around training and riding 
for AIDS rides across the 
country. “The riders 
are incredible, and 
their stories are just 
so moving,” says 
Magrum. “We all just 
bond.”

Magrum and Stanley were fans of 
an artist named Brian Andreas, a writer and artist 
famous for turning other people stories into shareable, 
meaningful phrases and art. Magrum sent Andreas 
their stories — about the people in their lives with AIDS 
and the rides and the communities they build — and he 
sent her the “Wish List” story and a drawing he’d created 
to accompany it. They were delighted by the work.

After getting permission from Andreas to do so, Stanley, 
a graphic designer, turned it into a story, and the Wish List 
jersey was born.

They found a company 
that would make them and 

ordered 500. Shortly thereaf-
ter, Magrum and Stanley founded the 

501(c)(3) Got2Give, and in selling more than 
1,600 jerseys to riders and non-riders all 

over the world, they’ve raised more than 
$56,000 for various charities both local 
and nationwide, including Communities 
In Schools, The Leukemia and Lympho-
ma Society, Susan G. Komen Foundation, 
The American Diabetes Foundation and 
various AIDS nonprofits in Dallas, Austin, 
and around the country.

That’s why this past May when 
Magrum came across the jersey again 

three times in a 24-hour period, she 
felt compelled to start it again. “When 

we first created it, it was part of our 
grieving process and a way to help 

others through their grief,” says 
Magrum. “And it turns out, we 
needed it again.” Just months 
before, Stanley had lost her 
nephew and father. “So the 
timing to bring it back was 

just right.” 
While Magrum and 

Stanley have set small 
goals for the project, 

“We’re really not sure what 
will happen next.”

More about the Wish List jersey.

Buy a Wish List jersey here. Sale proceeds go to charity.

WIN this jersey. Post a comment about why you ride, walk, 
or run for the cure and the winning entry will win this 
jersey. Just click here and enter the password WISHLIST to 
leave your comment/entry. 

MORE INFO

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 GC BLOG



“Nothing brings me more joy than when I see the positive effect on Andrew’s life.”
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